
Summer 2017 Reading Assignment 

For Advanced Placement English Literature 

 

Welcome to Advanced Placement English Literature!!  Print the information in this packet.  

This will not remain on the school web site all year. 

 

I. You will have one novel to read for your summer reading.  This novel is recognized as 

a work of literary merit and is subject to be found on the AP Exam in May 2018.   

 

Things Fall Apart:  This novel has a strong male protagonist.  It is set in Nigeria and 

deals with the Igbo tribe and its culture and civilization before and after imperialism. 

Author:  Chinua Achebe  (Make sure that you read his biography which is included in 

this packet.) 

  

 

**This book is readily available at the public library, local bookstores, or Amazon.com.  If you 

have a Kindle, Nook, or iPad, you can download the book on your device 

 

Assignments for the novel 

 Test (includes novel and biography) 

A study list is included in this packet to help with the reading of the novel.  While 

reading, you should also be able to identify the major themes and the overall 

message of the book.  The test for Things Fall Apart will be during the first 10 days 

of school.   

 

 In-Class Essay 

There will be an in-class essay written about the novel.   

 

II. In addition to the novel, you will also need to study and learn the literary terms on the 

sheets in this packet.  As a writer of literary analysis essays, you must be able to use these 

terms as you write, to find examples of these terms in the works that you read, and to tell 

how these examples relate to the meaning of the work as a whole.  You will use these terms 

throughout the year.  The first test over these terms will be during the first month of school. 

 



Chinua Achebe’s Biography  (Things Fall Apart) 

Chinua Achebe is one of Nigeria's greatest novelists. His novels are written mainly for an African audience, but having been 

translated into more than forty languages, they have found worldwide readership.  

Early life  

Chinua Achebe was born on November 15, 1930, in Ogidi in Eastern Nigeria. His family belonged to the Igbo tribe, and he was 

the fifth of six children. Representatives of the British government that controlled Nigeria convinced his parents, Isaiah Okafor 

Achebe and Janet Ileogbunam, to abandon their traditional religion and follow Christianity. Achebe was brought up as a 

Christian, but he remained curious about the more traditional Nigerian faiths. He was educated at a government college in 

Umuahia, Nigeria, and graduated from the University College at Ibadan, Nigeria, in 1954.  

Successful first effort  

Achebe was unhappy with books about Africa written by British authors such as Joseph Conrad (1857–1924) and John Buchan 

(1875–1940), because he felt the descriptions of African people were inaccurate and insulting. While working for the Nigerian 

Broadcasting Corporation he composed his first novel, Things Fall Apart (1959), the story of a traditional warrior hero who is 

unable to adapt to changing conditions in the early days of British rule. The book won immediate international recognition and 

also became the basis for a play by Biyi Bandele. Years later, in 1997, the Performance Studio Workshop of Nigeria put on a 

production of the play, which was then presented in the United States as part of the Kennedy Center's African Odyssey series in 

1999. Achebe's next two novels, No Longer At Ease (1960) and Arrow of God (1964), were set in the past as well.  

By the mid-1960s the newness of independence had died out in Nigeria, as the country faced the political problems common to 

many of the other states in modern Africa. The Igbo, who had played a leading role in Nigerian politics, now began to feel that 

the Muslim Hausa people of Northern Nigeria considered the Igbos second-class citizens. Achebe wrote A Man of the People 

(1966), a story about a crooked Nigerian politician. The book was published at the very moment a military takeover removed 

the old political leadership. This made some Northern military officers suspect that Achebe had played a role in the takeover, 

but there was never any evidence supporting the theory.  

Political crusader  

During the years when Biafra attempted to break itself off as a separate state from Nigeria (1967–70), however, Achebe served 

as an ambassador (representative) to Biafra. He traveled to different countries discussing the problems of his people, especially 

the starving and slaughtering of Igbo children. He wrote articles for newspapers and magazines about the Biafran struggle and 

founded the Citadel Press with Nigerian poet Christopher Okigbo. Writing a novel at this time was out of the question, he said 

during a 1969 interview: "I can't write a novel now; I wouldn't want to. And even if I wanted to, I couldn't. I can write poetry—

something short, intense, more in keeping with my mood." Three volumes of poetry emerged during this time, as well as a 

collection of short stories and children's stories.  



After the fall of the Republic of Biafra, Achebe continued to work at the University of Nigeria at Nsukka, and devoted time to 

the Heinemann Educational Books' Writers Series (which was designed to promote the careers of young African writers). In 

1972 Achebe came to the United States to become an English professor at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst (he 

taught there again in 1987). In 1975 he joined the faculty at the University of Connecticut. He returned to the University of 

Nigeria in 1976. His novel Anthills of the Savanna (1987) tells the story of three boyhood friends in a West African nation and 

the deadly effects of the desire for power and wanting to be elected "president for life." After its release Achebe returned to 

the United States and teaching positions at Stanford University, Dartmouth College, and other universities.  

Later years  

Back in Nigeria in 1990 to celebrate his sixtieth birthday, Achebe was involved in a car accident on one of the country's 

dangerous roads. The accident left him paralyzed from the waist down. Doctors recommended he go back to the United States 

for good to receive better medical care, so he accepted a  

teaching position at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York. In 1999, after a nine-year absence, Achebe visited his 

homeland, where his native village of Ogidi honored him for his dedication to the myths and legends of his ancestors. In 2000 

Achebe's nonfiction book Home and Exile, consisting of three essays, was published by Oxford University Press.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Things Fall Apart 
Study Points & Questions for Novel   

 

 Okonkwo’s palm wine 

 King of crops 

 Okonkow’s clan’s judgment of man 

 Week of Peace 

 Evil spirits 

 Ancient silk-cotton tree 

 Ikemefuna’s death 

 Ekwefi’s children and death 

 The tortoise shell 

 Agbala and Ezinma 

 The cave 

 Punishment for murder of clansman 

 Destruction of Okonkwo’s compound 

 Okonkwo’s life-spring 

 Oracle about white man 

 Iron horses 

 Missionaries 

 First church 

 Okonkwo’s son and how he begot him 

 Osu and the church 

 Wealth to the clan 

 Lunatic religion 

 Money in Umuofia 

 Cowries 

 Okonkow in the last chapter 

 District commissioner 

 District commissioner’s book title 

 Why does the novel open with celebration of a cultural hero and end with such an unprecedented act of 

transgression? 

 How is Okonkwo’s life and fate symbolic of the Igbo tribe? 

 “In the last paragraph of Things Fall Apart, the voice and language of the book shifts with startling 

abruptness…Anyone who has read this novel can testify to the outrageous reductionism of this last 

paragraph, especially its last sentence.  It is chilling, but ultimately fulfills the enlightening effort of the 

whole book.”   (Jules Chametzky). How is the last paragraph of the novel “outrageous reductionism”? 

 How does the last paragraph fulfill the enlightening effort of the whole book? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Terms You Must Know to Survive 
(and be a competent, intelligent, educated AP English student) 

You should print this list of terms to use all year.  This information will not remain on  

the school web site throughout the year. 

 

1. allegory:  story or visual image with a  second distinct meaning partially hidden behind its literal or 

visible meaning   (Animal Farm; The Crucible) 

2. alliteration:  repetition of stressed initial sounds in a group of words that are closely connected to one 

another  (“From a friendless foundling, feeble and wretched.”  Beowulf) 

3. allusion:  a reference within a literary text to some person, place, event, or artistic work, the nature and 

relevance of which is not explained by the writer but relies on the reader’s familiarity with what is thus 

mentioned outside the text (Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart, and…  

Golding—an allusion to the novel Heart of Darkness) 

4. anaphora:  a figure of speech in which a word or words are repeated, usually at the beginning of 

successive sentences,  lines of verse, or clauses (In every cry of every man/ In every infant’s cry of fear/ In 

every vice, in every ban…   William Blake) 

5. antithesis:  a contrast or opposition (“Government and cooperation are in all things the laws of life; 

anarchy and competition the laws of death.”  Ruskin) 

6. aphorism:  a statement of some general principle, expressed memorably by condensing much wisdom 

into few words  (“Give a man a mask and he will tell you the truth”  Wilde) 

7. apostrophe:  a figure of speech in which the speaker addresses a dead or absent person or an 

abstraction or inanimate object  (And you O my soul where you stand,…  Whitman) 

8. archetype:  prototype; the original model; characters, plots, themes, and images that recur throughout 

the history of literature  (Ralph—Lord of the Flies—is the archetype of the perfect human—one who is 

responsible and upholds rules but who is still subject to normal human temptations.) 

9-10. assonance:  the repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds in the stressed syllables (and sometimes 

in the following unstressed syllables of neighboring words  (hit/miss, sweet/dreams, shoe/moose) 

 consonance:  the repetition of identical or similar consonants in neighboring words whose vowel 

sounds are different  (group/grope, middle/ muddle, wonder/wander, coming home, hot foot) 

11-2. cacophony:  discordant; harsh sound  (“When Ajax strives some rock’s vast weight to throw.”  Pope—

the effect of the “s” sounds creates a laboring sound.) 

 euphony:  pleasing smoothness of sound, perceived by the ease with which the words can be spoken in 

combination  (But look, the morn in russet mantle clad.  Shakespeare—the long vowels “o,u” and liquid 

consonants “l,m,r” give this an agreeable sound.) 

13. conceit:  elaborate comparison presenting a surprisingly apt parallel between two apparently dissimilar 

things or feelings  (John Donne in one of his “Holy Sonnets” asks God to invade his soul like an army 

raping and pillaging a town.) 

14-5. connotation:  the range of further associations that a word or phrase suggests in addition to its 

straightforward dictionary meaning  (politician-one whose primary interest is personal or partisan gain) 

 denotation:  the dictionary definition of the word  (politician-one who professionally engages in 

politics) 

16. colloquialism:  the use of informal expressions appropriate to everyday speech rather than to the 

formality of writing  (Huck Finn) 

17. diction:  the choice of words used in a literary work—abstract or concrete language, soft or hard 

language, formal or informal (colloquial) language, literal or figurative language 



18-9. end rhyme:  rhyme occurring at the ends of verse lines  (Dropt the playthings of her life/… Of Woman, 

and of Wife--  Dickinson) 

 slant rhyme:  rhyme that is not perfect—refers to the words at the ends of lines of poetry that almost 

rhyme—occurs when words include sounds that are similar but not identical—typically involves some 

variation of assonance or at times consonance  (And breaths were gathering firm/…Be witnessed-- in the 

Room--  Dickinson) 

20-1. figurative language:  an expression that departs from the accepted literal sense or from the normal 

order of words, or in which an emphasis is produced by patterns of sound  (metaphor, simile, metonymy, 

synecdoche, personification, irony, hyperbole, apostrophe, anaphora, alliteration, assonance, 

consonance, paradox, oxymoron,  symbolism, onomatopoeia, cacophony, euphony, meter, allusion, etc.) 

 imagery:  use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas  

22. hyperbole:  exaggeration for the sake of emphasis in a figure of speech not meant literally  (I have been 

waiting here for ages.) 

23. juxtapose (juxtaposition):  to place side by side for comparison or contrast (the forest and the town in 

The Scarlet Letter) 

24-5. metaphor:  figure of speech in which one thing, idea , or action is referred to by a word or expression 

normally denoting another thing, idea, or action so as to suggest some common quality shared between the 

two  (Shalt thou retire alone, nor couldst thou wish couch more magnificent…  Bryant—couch is a 

metaphor use for the final resting place in death) 

 extended metaphor:  a metaphor that compares two unlike things in various ways throughout a 

paragraph, a stanza, or an entire piece of writing (Bradstreet’s In Reference to My Children poem—the 

extended metaphor compares children to birds) 

26-7. meter:  the pattern of measured sound-units recurring more or less regularly in lines of verse   

      feet:  a unit of poetic meter consisting of stressed and unstressed syllables 

    ~   `         ~      `            ~    `         ~      `         ~    `  

 (By all  /   the Gods  /   that ro  /  mans bow  /  before… 

28-9. metonymy:  figure of speech that replaces the name of one thing with the name of something else 

closely associated with it  (the press for journalism, the bottle for alcoholic drink, the Oval Office for the 

U.S. Presidency,  The pen is mightier than the sword—writing is more powerful than warfare.) 

 synecdoche:  figure of speech in which part of an object or process replaces the whole or vice versa  

(fleet of ships described as forty sails, blue collar for manual worker, daily bread for food for sustenance) 

30-1. paradox:  a seemingly contradictory or absurd statement that is nevertheless true or sensible  (Parting is 

all we now of heaven./ And all we need of hell.  Dickinson—contrast of heaven and hell but is a truth) 

 oxymoron:  a figure of speech in which opposite or contradictory ideas are combined (a living death, 

the darkness visible, a loving hate) 

32. parallelism:  the arrangement of similarly constructed clauses, sentences, or verse lines in a pairing or 

other sequence suggesting some correspondence between them (…a government of the people, by the 

people, and for the people.) 

33-4. rhetoric:  the art, study, or skill in using language effectively 

     rhetorical question:  a question to which no answer is expected often used for effect 

35. simile: a comparison between two dissimilar things using the words “like” or “as”  (She walks in beauty 

like the night.”  Byron) 

36. syntax:  the way in which words and clauses are ordered and connected so as to form sentences; or the 

set of  grammatical rules governing such word-order (sentence type-declarative, imperative, 

interrogative, exclamatory, simple compound, complex, compound-complex, balanced , loose, periodic, 

natural order, inversion; juxtaposition; parallel structure; repetition) 

37. tone:  the mood or atmosphere of a work 



38.  epistle:  a formal or elegant letter; a composition in the form of a letter 

39. in medias res:  in or into the middle of a narrative or plot 

40. hubris:  a great or foolish amount of pride or confidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 


